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Extra Ordinary Residents’ Meeting Agenda 26th Sept 7.30pm  

Tea and Coffee (NB Parking statement is displayed – not for discussion this evening!)  

1. Welcome and opening words and rules of engagement.  

No naming of individuals – any specific info to Police.  

2. Police Presentation 

3. Police answers to submitted questions 

4. Note any ‘Non-Police’ Questions and action needed 

5. Any other questions to police or councillors?  These will be noted and police and/or 

councillors will respond later 

6. Neighbourhood Watch info 

7. Positive Contributions in the community 

8. Closing Words 

Minutes 
Ali: this is an extra-ordinary community association meeting. Thank you to Emily and other people in the community 

for working together to organise this meeting. We have in attendance the local councillors and Sarah Church, 

labour’s parliamentary candidate. 

This meeting is about crime and safety of the community. We have a set of questions prepared in advance for the 

Police. We are not going to make any names. 

Some people (who couldn’t make the meeting) have written to Ali a nice letter: in summary it is everybody’s 

responsibility to make our situation better in the community and act positively. 

  

Police presentation: Sergeant David Tippetts (community policing Swindon south) 

- Police is willing to always come out to community meetings. 

- Wichelstowe is part of south Swindon community policing.  

- South Swindon is a very diverse community. The superintendent is Adrian Firth. 

- David Tippets is the deputy superintendent. 

- Each shift has got 15 police officers, 5 PCSOs and 4 civil investigators. 

- Area officers for Wichelstowe. Sophia Best PC community coordinator. PCSO Jo Cross for Wichelstowe. PCSO 

Mark Chivers for Wichelstowe. PCSOs work with local schools as well and gather a lot of intelligence. 

- Policing priorities are set fortnightly based on the incidents that have happened. Priorities are assessed 

through threat harm and risk. Vulnerability (locations or individuals). Targeting specific offenders. Location is 

a key theme for setting policing priorities. All the priorities are publicised on the police force website every 

fortnight.  

- Current priorities. Youth violence and exploitative drug dealing network in East Swindon is the current top 

priority. Exploitative drug dealing network, county lines in Broadgreen. ASB increase in anti-social behaviour 

in Wroughton. Speed enforcement by community support teams in Lawn, Wanborough and Liddington. 

- The police use the information they receive to set the priorities but sometimes crime is unreported.  

- Crime statistics cannot be broken down just for Wichelstowe, so they include also Lawn and Queens Drive. 

The main increase is in robbery. However there has been only 1 robbery in Wichelstowe in the last 12 

months. Vehicle offences have reduced because 3 individuals have been arrested in the past. There is usually 

a very small minority of people committing certain crimes so arresting them proves effective. 

- Antisocial behaviour has increased by 25%. The police are working on anti-social behaviour with all the 

warnings and other tools available to them. Warnings can be effective tools. 
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- Community engagement: community safety forums with Parish councils, school activities, independent 

advisory group which is made up of people living in the area who provide feedback to the police, community 

events, community meetings, social media. 

- Pop up shop in town centre: 2600 visitors, crime prevention advice given, bike marking, partner agencies and 

intelligence received. The police pop up shop has been a success. 

- Focus on knife crime: strategic multi-agency working group, there is a team in Swindon and Devices 

focussing on this. FAKE (Firearms and knife education) schools input project. Early intervention project 

where children are given a police officer as a mentor to provide a positive relationship. YOT workshops with 

first time offenders. Closer links with schools. Proactive use of intelligence. The police will visit the parents of 

children suspected of carrying knives. 

- Operation Sceptre is the national knife crime operation. There is an ongoing knife amnesty. Children visited 

and full disclosure given to parents. Drugs warrants executed. Drugs money and stolen property seized. 

Targeted stop and search. Safeguarding of children via sharing of information and CAWNs. Media campaign. 

 

In answer to questions received in advance of the meeting: 

- Removing drug users from the estate: police are proactive in using intelligence. In Wichelstowe no warrants 

have been executed in the last 12 months because the police didn’t have enough evidence. Police needs to 

have multiple sources pointing to a specific address where drug is held. 

 

- There are specific officers for Wichelstowe and other areas, however there is no specific officer assigned just 

to Wichelstowe. There is no plan for a policing point in Wichelstowe, but they are mainly touchdown points 

for the Police, and they don’t work like a police station. Chris Watts pointed out that there is a policing point 

in Broadgreen Community centre. A possibility is to use the Wichelstowe community centre as policing 

point. 

 

- The police will assess each individual anti-social behaviour incident to decide the response. They can use also 

property closure orders to stop external people going to a specific property (e.g. drug addicts etc.).  

 

- The best way to start the neighbourhood watch scheme is to go on the website. There are no more packs 

available. Chris Watts says that south Swindon parish council is happy to fund the neighbourhood watch 

signs.  

 

- Wichelstowe is a relatively low crime area and is a very safe place to live. Wichelstowe is one of the safest 

areas in Swindon.  

 

- Consumption of drugs is illegal, including cannabis. There are different ways of dealing with drug abuse. The 

police can warn the users and they record it as a crime on their system. At the highest level with drug 

dealers then the police will proceed with arrest. 

 

- Smoking cannabis, especially near the school, is a criminal offence. It is important to call the police when 

smelling cannabis, especially near the school. The police will send an officer often at pick up times to the 

school. 

 

- Breaking trees is criminal damage. It needs to be reported to the police. It is low level anti-social behaviour. 

The police weren’t aware of this criminal damage in Wichelstowe. 

 

- The police don’t deal with normal littering and fly tipping.  
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- Drug dealing on the pathway to Stonehenge road. The police don’t have any information about this on their 

systems. If the police don’t know what is going on, they can’t do anything about it.  

 

- Resident: People are not reporting crimes, so it is important to communicate to the residents in Wichelstowe 

that they need to report crime.  

 

- The police will look mainly at patterns, not so much at isolated incidents if they are not serious.  

 

- Jane Milner-Barry had reported events on Stonehenge Road, but this information doesn’t seem to have 

made it onto the police system. 

 

- Resident: it is important to get the log number when calling 101 to report something. 

 

- David Tippetts: it is important to point out to the police when calling that something has already been 

reported a few times. 

 

- Chris Watts: the parish council has been in touch with Angus McPherson about resources and trying to 

relaunch the 101 service because it wasn’t working well. If you get enough people calling and it creates a 

hotspot, this comes up in the priorities.  

 

- There is online crime reporting now to report some crimes online. 

 

- Data analytics tools for analysing crimes and hotspots being used by the police. 

 

- If you witness a crime in progress call 999. Even if it is drug dealing outside of a house.  

 

- A resident was told by 101 to take photos of drug dealing. David Tippetts doesn’t recommend doing this, just 

call the police.  

 

- All the 101 calls are recorded.  

 

- Advice for children if they see their friend committing anti-social behaviour. It is tricky with children because 

they don’t talk much to adults. It is important to encourage them to talk to an adult or to call crime-stoppers 

which is anonymous. Providing intelligence to the police is anonymous so there is no risk for the people 

providing the intelligence.  

 

- Resident: it is important that people who report crimes are protected by anonymity. 

 

- The parish council can look at cutting the overgrown vegetation in the lakes’ car park. Chris Watts pointed 

out that the lakes are within Wroughton parish council but Wroughton parish council wouldn’t do anything 

about them. The Swindon south parish council tried to take over the lakes and to change the boundary of 

the parish. 

 

- Nadine Watts: street lighting is still responsibility of the developer. They embarked on a program to replace 

all the lighting. Nadine is still raising specific lights that are not working. Swindon borough council will take 

over once estate is adopted. 

 

- Resident: does Swindon Borough Council have community wardens for dealing with littering and small anti-

social behaviour? David Tippets: there are some wardens in the Parks areas of Swindon where they work 

with PCSOs. Chris Watts: the parish council is looking to get enforcement officers and it is discussing with 

Swindon borough council.  
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- What is the percentage success in terms of convictions for violent crime for the police in south Swindon? The 

police will look into this. 

 

- Resident: what are the 3 top tips that the community can put in place to feel a bit more in control? David 

Tippets: the first thing which is very positive is that there is a residents’ group. The residents’ group can 

recognise the areas that need attention. 

 

- Resident: any deterrent? David Tippets: a touchdown point would bring more police vehicles around. 

Lighting outside houses and private CCTV. 

 

- Resident: can the police speak also to the parents to educate their children not to behave in an anti-social 

way? David Tippets: social services will assist if there are children repeatedly carrying out anti-social 

behaviours. There is currently a police campaign targeting children exploitation.  

 

- Local PCSO Sophie Best is going to organise a drop-in session for residents in Wichelstowe. 

 

- Resident: there was a behaviour reported and it was dealt by the police within 24 hours. 

 

- Ali Boulton: individuals can organise a neighbourhood watch scheme and contact the parish council to get 

some signs. There are positive initiatives in the community like Youthie, the PCSOs could come at YOUTIE. 

There is also Wichelstowe guiding. There is a coffee morning for people who feel isolated. There is a 

community garden at 3pm on Sunday. Also Owen Green and Ali have met people in the area to talk about 

situations that people felt uncomfortable about.  

 

 


