
   

 

 

 

The East Wichel Community Association Annual General Meeting and Residents’ Meeting 

Minutes - 24th May 2017 
 

Attendees: 

Claire Ellis, Councillor 

Nadine Watts, Councillor 

Nick Burns-Howell, Parish Councillor 

Sue Wilkinson, DBAT, The Deanery CE Academy 
 

Apologies: 

Rob Powe, Wichelstowe Programme Manager, Swindon Borough Council (SBC)   

 

AGM 

19 voting members vote were in attendance. The quorum for an AGM, according to our constitution, is 25 

so there were not enough people present to go ahead.  In line with the constitution, the AGM was 

adjourned until 7th June 2017: 
 

“In the event that no quorum is present at a General Meeting of the Association, or the meeting has 

to be abandoned the meeting shall stand adjourned and be reconvened 14 days later, and those 

members with power to vote present at that meeting shall be deemed to form a quorum.” 
 

Ali Boulton showed the AGM presentation to those present. 

 

The annual report, including end of year financial report, is attached with these minutes. 

[See additional note on adjourned AGM, 7/6/2017] 
 

Residents’ Meeting 
 

1 Welcome and introduction  
from Ali Boulton (Chair of East Wichel Community Association) 

 

2 The Deanery CE Academy 

Ali welcomed Sue Wilkinson from DBAT, The Deanery – the new secondary school in Middle 

Wichel.   

 

Progress update 

The school is to be built by Waitrose (over the canal) next to the prospective primary school.  

Opening to year 7 pupils in 2019.  Applied for planning permission and awaiting the 

judgement from SBC.  Diggers hoping to be on site over the summer. 

Being built for 210 pupils per year group, year 7-13 (includes sixth form), in 8 teaching group 

per year. 

Headteacher designate has been appointed, taking up post in Easter 2018 – Linda Culling 
 

Sports and arts facilities 

The school has been given additional funding from SBC which is going towards augmenting 

sports and arts facilities: 

- Sports: 

 



Astroturf pitches suitable for hockey (higher grade than in usual secondary facilities), 
sports hall and changing room built to Sports England requirement.  

- Arts: 
The school stage will be a similar size to the large room at the community centre and 
the auditorium has seating for 400-500 people. This is different to any other facilities in 
Swindon. It will be fully kitted with sound and light systems, as well as an area for 
interval refreshments too. 

There is a lecture theatre (fixed seating) for 100 people with conference facilities, a dance 

studio and activity studio, as well as a café area to be used by members of the public. 

All augmented facilities will be available for community hire (organised groups rather than 

individuals).  This will be run as a business to ensure equipment can be replaced as 

necessary.  The Deanery are currently looking for partners although they don’t want to 

compete with the existing community centre but to complement the local facilities. 
 

School information 
The school will have 12 science laboratories.  DT facilities, textiles, food technology, IT 
facilities.   
The school’s ethos is about giving children the best possible opportunity to reach their full 
potential.   
 

Admissions:  
50% of children will come from local area 
Up to 50% could come from rest of Swindon if they want a Church of England education 
Current year 4 children are the first and lead cohort.  The school will fill up from there.  
 
Questions from the floor: 

- What about the infrastructure for parking and drop-off facilities? 
This has been given a lot of consideration.  Bus drop-off zones will be nearer Waitrose, 
rather than right outside the school.  Children will then walk over the bridge.  Parents drop 
off will be around the back rather than off the main thoroughfare.  Next to school car park 
is a public car park which could be used.  Expectations of behaviour will be drilled into 
children from the very beginning.  Joint venture between SBC and private sector in the 
District Centre are looking at the overall access points and parking 
 

- With such a focus on sports and arts, are you trying to compete with Commonweal 
and Ridgeway? 

Sports and arts are not a specialism of the school but rather an enhancement for the 
community use of facilities  
 

Comments/ questions from Twitter: 
- Disappointment that school has been delayed 

 

- Will the new parish boundaries affect the implementation and access of these 
facilities?  Will we be able to use these facilities? 

Parish boundaries make no difference to the provision of the community facilities – The 
Deanery wants the facilities to be well-used and hopes that everyone locally will use these. 

3 Parking update 
Next consultation will be 21st June 2-8pm at the StoweAway community centre  

1) Looking to put more bays in  
2) Extending to the mews? 
3) Weight limits 

Please make sure you comment as part of the consultation 

 



4 Taylor Wimpey 
No update and no response to previous questions 
Claire Ellis has met with Taylor Wimpey.  She was told that Taylor Wimpey are officially off-
site and all work has been passed over to contractors.  Claire asked Taylor Wimpey to attend 
tonight’s meeting but they declined.   
 

Shops: 
2 buyers: 
1) General convenience store, currently going through planning  
2) The row of shops – one purchasers is trying to buy the whole row.  Hoping for this to be 

resolved shortly as no planning required 
 

Roads 
The initial contractors are no longer in business.   
The roads cannot be adopted by the council until they are finished to a satisfactory quality. 
 

Question from the floor: 
- At which point will the council step in to sort out the roads?  What else can be done 

to speed this up? 
The council and councillors are stepping up the pressure but Taylor Wimpey are not 
beholden to them to deliver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBC 

5 Middle Wichel update 
Site preparation began in May 2017 with full scale construction hoping to start in the 
summer – this includes: housing for older people; upgrades to the canal; public square and 
footbridge; The Deanery school 

 
 
 

6 Half-marathon 
Sunday 3rd September 
EWCA are a partner charity and will be organising an ‘atmosphere station’.  A group of 
runners will be running to raise money for the Community Association 

 

7 Dates 
Thursday 25th May, 3-7pm – Seethelight drop-in session 
Tuesday 6th June, 7.30pm – Canal Trust AGM 
Tuesday 25th July – Community trip, London museums 
Saturday 8th July - Wild Wichelstowe 
Saturday 12th – Sunday 13th August – Wild Wichelstowe camp out  
Sunday 3rd September - Half-marathon 
Sunday 10th September - 9th annual Community Day 

 

8 Invited parties 
Bus companies were invited but have not responded to invitation 

 

EWCA 

9 Police update 
PCSO Sophie Best was unable to attend but residents were reminded to lock up sheds and 
mark bikes, especially as the warmer weather comes 

 

10 Ambrose park 
Taylor Wimpey are continuing with their bid for houses at Ambrose Park (off Croft Road).  
Residents are asked to comment and feedback on the application 

 



11 Residents’ Questions 
- What about the canal? 
SBC working with the Canal Trust to look at joining up the East Wichel stretch of canal.  
Waiting for Wilts and Berks trust to provide a business case - this will move forward over 
the next couple of years 
 

- What about the leak in the canal? 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust are looking into this - SBC are liaising with them 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust will be invited to the next meeting 
 
- Speeding on Eyam Road – Stonehenge Road, and along parts of East Wichel Way.  This 

is not helped by lack of road markings and cars parked on corners.  The worst 
offenders are the minibuses 

Claire Ellis will organise a speed watch with the police 
 
- Can we have an update on how many people use the bus gate at each end of East 

Wichel Way? 
Claire Ellis to speak to Highways 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EWCA 
 
 
 
 
 
Claire Ellis 
 
 
 
Claire Ellis 

 


