
   

 

 

 

Minutes 

The East Wichel Community Association Residents’ Meeting - 1st March 2017 
 

Attendees: 
Rob Powe, Wichelstowe Programme Manager, Swindon Borough Council (SBC) 

Claire Ellis, Councillor 

Nadine Watts, Councillor 

Jane Milner-Barry, Councillor 

Kristian Crumbie, IFNL 
 

1 Welcome and introduction  
from Ali Boulton (Chair of East Wichel Community Association) 

 

2 Community update 

Continue to run weekly activities - Wichelstowe Youth Theatre; Space after school club; 
Little Stars; Youthie; partnership with Brownies/ Guides/ Scouts 
Half term activities just finished - including scavenger hunt; holiday homework club; football 
 

Thank you to everyone who joined the StoweAway community centre clean-up day – lots 
of volunteers and a really good day.  Thank you! 
 

The Community Association also runs the community centre - this is now self-financing.  Any 
bookings taken contribute to the ongoing upkeep of the community centre.  Starting to be 
able to subsidise some community activities with these takings. 
 

Call for volunteers – people are invited to join the trustees, either as a full trustee or as a 
‘friendly ear’ to understand the decisions the group makes.   

 

3 Feedback from last minutes 
Update on Parishing:  
East Wichel will be in south Swindon parish; Middle and West will be in Wroughton parish.  
Wichelstowe has been separated rather than being joined together as a separate 
Wichelstowe parish.   

 

There is a petition against this – it needs to reach 750 signatures for this to be debated at 
the next council meeting.  The link can be found here: 
https://www.change.org/p/sbc-keep-all-of-wichelstowe-together-in-the-parish-of-south-
swindon  

 

4 Parking update 
A meeting was organised in January 2017 and representatives for and against the 
restrictions met with councillors and local officers.  Since then, SBC have employed a 
consultant to look at this in more detail and assess the situation.  A drop-in will be organised 
towards the end of March to show at their proposals – the date is still to be confirmed.  All 
the details will also be posted online.   
 

The consultant is specifically looking at: 
- The impact that allowing cars to park on one side of East Wichel Way would have on 

bus times.  It is estimated that this would provide approx. 50 spaces 
- Imposing weight restrictions 
- Mews restrictions  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.change.org/p/sbc-keep-all-of-wichelstowe-together-in-the-parish-of-south-swindon?recruiter=618548426&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=share_facebook_responsive&utm_term=des-lg-share_update-no_msg
https://www.change.org/p/sbc-keep-all-of-wichelstowe-together-in-the-parish-of-south-swindon?recruiter=618548426&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=share_facebook_responsive&utm_term=des-lg-share_update-no_msg


For anything to change, another traffic regulation order would need to be passed.  It is 
important that residents comment on the new proposals and as many people as possible 
need to attend the consultation. 
 

Questions from the floor: 
 

- What about paved area in front of new shops?  Can this be used for parking instead? 
Taylor Wimpey own the land - this can only be considered for parking if Taylor Wimpey allow 
it as the landowners. 
 

- What about people parking on the pavement?  Is this an issue?  
SBC to confirm 
 

- Buses have been forced to slow down now that cars are parked on the road again.  What 
can we do to stop them speeding? 

The bus companies will be invited to attend the next meeting 
The ‘Akcess’ bus goes very fast around East Wichel – residents should provide any details 
to Nadine, including registration and times 
 

- Who owns the mews?  SBC or house owners?   
To be investigated as part of the review 
 

- What about large commercial vehicles?   
If individuals have issues, this must be dealt with as a civil action. But it is being looked at 
as part of the consultation. 
 

- What about change of use from garages to bedrooms? Is this allowed?  It doesn’t help 
the parking situation 

Homeowners would need to obtain planning permission 
 

- Please can consultation times go until at least 8pm to enable people to come after work 
 

- What about corners off East Wichel that are difficult to turn down?   
This is because you will only be allowed to turn left or right down certain roads once the bus 
corridor is implemented.  
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5 Middle Wichel update 
The District Centre design code has received a lot of good feedback.   
SBC have recently submitted planning proposals for the road and another to be submitted 
next week to improve the tow paths (cycleway/ footpath) on bank opposite Waitrose.  
They are hoping to get on site for August/ September 2017.   
 

Secondary school are in final stages of submitting their application.  Looking to get on site 
late summer/ early autumn.  To be opened September 2019. 
 

Primary school has received budget approval and SBC are currently working with them to 
organise lease.  Once secondary school planning permission has been submitted, the 
design of the primary school will be taken forward with the planning application submitted 
later in the year.  To be opened September 2019. 
 

Pub restaurant that will be on opposite bank to Waitrose is in final stages of design.  
Submitting planning permission in the next couple of weeks.  Looking to start on site 
around September/ October 2017.  Designed in two phases - pub and approx. 25-30 hotel 
rooms. 
 

Designs for two residential parcels north of Waitrose are being worked on; approx. 100 
units.  Current timetable for planning permission: June.  Start on site early 2018. 

 
 
 
 

 

6 Taylor Wimpey update 
Taylor Wimpey were not in attendance but an update was given via Nadine Watts: 
 

 



Resurfacing will go ahead once the survey to sewage pipes and a survey of all services 
have been completed (March).  Taylor Wimpey will inform all residents with dates. 
Lots of sewage blockages have been due to people putting nappies and fat down the 
drains – a letter been sent around to all residents asking them to refrain from this. 
 

The shop units are expected to be sold to an investment company by the end of March but 
they are not currently able to say who is likely to take up the shop leases 
 

No update on the car park 
 

The meeting noted again that there are still issues with some streetlights, speed signs and 
zebra crossings 
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7 Dates 
Bus route consultation closes on 22nd March.  Details can be found online: 
 http://www.swindontravelchoices.co.uk/projects/wichelstowe-brt.aspx  
 

Next residents meeting and AGM - 24th May, 7.30pm 
 

Litter pick - 12th March, 3pm 

 

8 Street Lights 
Many have been fixed - thanks to Nadine for working hard to resolve this with Taylor 
Wimpey 
Contact Nadine with details of any that are still out of order – please provide the lamppost 
number or road and house number 
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9 Ambrose Field development 
Taylor Wimpey are looking to develop 62 houses off Croft road.  This will be built on a 
flood area so we need to be sure that they will be add in sufficient drainage.  
Why are they being allowed to build up to the river?   
Why are they being allowed to build on the green strip? 

 

10 Police update 
Unable to attend but will be invited to next meeting 
Wichelstowe is a low-crime area compared with other areas of Swindon 
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11 Independent Fibre Networks 
IFNL maintain the network that four different providers can use.  They are responsible for 
the upkeep of the network and finding out if customers are happy.  They are hoping to 
offer surgeries so residents can come to ask questions  
 

Questions from the floor: 
- Why do we only have a choice of four providers?   
IFNL do not prevent companies from using the network – these companies make their 
own business decisions.  IFNL have had several conversations with BT but they have not 
decided to join the network.   

 

- Could we have a guide to understand which cable is which?  
Contact your provider in the first instance 

 

12 Any other business 
- What about the canal? 
SBC working with the Canal Trust to look at joining up the East Wichel stretch of canal.  
Waiting for Wilts and Berks trust to provide a business case - this will move forward over 
the next couple of years 
 

- What about the leak in the canal? 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust are looking into this - SBC are liaising with them 
Wilts and Berks Canal Trust will be invited to the next meeting 
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