
   

 

 

 

Minutes 

The Stowe Away Community Association Residents’ Meeting - 9th November 2016 
 

Attendees: 
Rob Powe, Wichelstowe Programme Manager, Swindon Borough Council (SBC) 

Jeremy Anderson, Senior Assistant Traffic Engineer/Project Manager (SBC) 

Nadine Watts, Councillor 

Jane Milner-Barry, Councillor 
 

Apologies: 
Claire Ellis, Councillor 

Kristian Crumbie, INFL 
 

1 Welcome and introduction  
from Ali Boulton (Chair of East Wichel Community Association) 
 
Call for volunteers, especially as Trustees - looking for a cross-section of residents so 
that we can ensure diversity on our committee 

 

2 Community update 

Pumpkin Party in the Park - 31st October. Lots of family fun! 

Community Day - 11th September. Raising money for the local community 

Christmas activities planned - watch Facebook 'Wichelstowe Residents and Friends 

 

Regular community groups: Toddler group, after-school club, youth club; facilitate 

Brownies, Guides, Scouts.  

 

Follow 'Wichelstowe Residents and Friends' Facebook page for community updates 

 

3 Parishing and petition 
 

 Current proposal is for parishes to be established throughout Swindon 

 Initially - during the first stages of the consultation -  the proposal for 
Wichelstowe was for East, Middle and West to be together as part of south 
Swindon parish, with the possibility of them becoming a parish on their own 
once established 

 However at stage 4, Wroughton parish put in a bid for Middle and West 
Wichel to be part of their parish.  (As is currently the case, but different to all 
previous parishing consultation stages)  

 
This is a good opportunity to ensure the community stays together so we can 
continue to build positive community.  All Facilities for East Wichel will be in Middle 
Wichel.  Middle and West Wichel will have a management charge to pay for the area 
upkeep and run some facilities.  East Wichel does not have a management company. 
 
Our concerns are: 

 East Wichel facilities (being built in Middle Wichel) will be in a different 
parish.  We will not be a stake-holder in these facilities that are built for us 

 



 Middle and West Wichel may not want East Wichel residents to access these 
facilities as we don't pay the management charge 

 Wroughton have stated that they need Middle and West precept (charge) in 
order to maintain their facilities.  Should Wroughton's facilities be paid for by 
Wichelstowe's precept? 

 If we were one parish, money could be spread evenly to ensure everyone has 
a shared voice, role and engagement.  This would not be the case if East 
Wichel were not part of the same parish 

 Would Wichelstowe's views be adequately put forward by Wroughton? 

 Normally parishes are created by natural border such as roads - Wichelstowe 
and Wroughton is divided by a very large natural border, the M4. Why is 
usual practise not being followed in this instance? 

 
If we are a parish, we should be part of Wichelstowe parish (South Swindon) with 
East, Middle and West 
 
There is a petition that can be found on Facebook 'Wichelstowe Residents and 
Friends) 
Currently have c.450 signatures on the petition but we need 750 signatures in order 
to have bring this for debate.   
 
If you feel we should be part of the same parish, please sign the petition 

4 Traffic issues 
1) Zebra crossings are worn away and dangerous - when can they be repainted? One 
zebra crossing (near the new shops) goes straight into a fence 
Roads have not yet been adopted so this is for Taylor Wimpey to complete.  TW 
seem reluctant to confirm a definite date for when they will hand the roads over to 
the council to manage  
2) Speeding down East Wichel Way - especially the buses 
This is a police matter for enforcement.  Please contact the police on 101 
3) What is the speed limit in East Wichel?  
20mph 
4) 10mph signs are still up which makes it confusing for motorists 
5) Junction by Waitrose to go over the motorway bridge is very dangerous 
This junction has been subject to road safety audit and these fixes will be 
implemented in due course by the Local Highway Authority. When the next phases 
of Middle Wichel come forward a roundabout is proposed on Mill Lane in order to 
alleviate these issues  

 
Taylor Wimpey 
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Taylor Wimpey 
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5 Shops 
1) When will the shops be opened? 
Car park (26 spaces) will be finished by Christmas 
Taylor Wimpey are still in negotiations for the new general store shop.  No news on 
which provider yet 
A Subway may be opening along from Jessica's soon 

 
 
 
 

 

6 Middle Wichel District Centre Design Code 
The council are in the process of finalising the District Centre design code.  Public 
consultation events have been held in East Wichel community centre, Waitrose and 
Wroughton to help develop the proposals. 
The District Centre will include: 

 New secondary school 

 Primary school 

 Public square 

 

 

 
 

 



 Pub restaurant with hotel rooms 

 Doctors surgery 

 Mixed-use block (shops, hairdressers, newsagents, gym operator) with 
residential above 

 Over-55s housing 
 
The general consensus from the pre-consultation from residents and partners seem 
to be that they are good plans.  Once the planning application is submitted the Local 
Planning Authority will consult again on the proposals. 
 
Canal by Waitrose is expected to join the East Wichel canal - currently with Wilts and 
Berks Canal Trust to provide a business case to SBC 

7 New Schools Update 
Secondary school looking to open 2018 (***post-meeting update: this will now be 
2019***) 
Primary school looking to open 2018 (***post-meeting update: this will now be 
2019*** 
Both C of E schools 

 

 

8 INFL 
Apologies - not in attendance 

 

9 Street Lights 
Street lights continue to be an issue - Collard Close and Stonehenge Road have lights 
out.  Contact Nadine with specifics and she will contact Taylor Wimpey 

 

Taylor Wimpey 

10 Parking 
The parking restrictions will be reviewed in January to see what changes can be 
made.  Residents will be asked to feed into this review e.g. where can we put extra 
spaces?  
 
Concerns were raised that: 

  Cars have been damaged due to the restrictions 

 Bins haven't been collected from Aviemore Road - because people are parking 
at the entrance to the mews 

 No spaces for visitors to park 

 Can't fit cars in garages as the garages are too narrow 

 East Wichel Way is an absolutely no parking zone.  Due to its width, it's easily 
adequate for buses and emergency vehicles and on-road parking 

 Parking restrictions are not common sense and involve no measure of 
compromise.  They are creating discord in the community 

 Traffic enforcers are parking in restricted parking areas - and taking up 
valuable spaces!  

 
Questions from the floor: 
1) Are the mews areas subject to parking restriction? 
Not currently enforcing within the mews areas to see how this goes - this may 
change 
Concern from the floor was that everyone was now going to park in the mews. 
 
2) If the mews are not being policed, what if someone blocks my space? 
Matter for the police.  Take a photo 
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3)What jurisdiction does the council have over the mews area? 
The council has a duty to ensure that areas are safe 
 
4) How will residents be told about the 6-month review? 
A letter will be sent as with this latest roll-out 
 
5) How many traffic wardens are being employed? 
No additional traffic wardens 
 
6) Where are people who live on East Wichel Way supposed to park their cars as 
there are no extra spaces nearby?  
The Council does not have a duty to provide on-street parking - even in areas that 
have residents parking permits, there is no duty for the council to ensure spaces for 
parking 
 
7)  Why has this been put through as a blanket measure (especially on East Wichel 
Way) when there other options e.g. restrict only at certain times; parking on one-side 
only; marked bays on the very widest parts? 
East Wichel Way is a major bus-route  
 
8) What about Disabled badges? 
With a blue badge disabled drivers can park as if on double yellow lines  
 
9) Driveways/ garages are a foot narrower than they should be - does Taylor Wimpey 
have a responsibility in this? 
This should be taken up with the developer directly 
 
10) Did not get a response from the consultation - how do we know for definite that 
this will be reviewed and we can trust what you're saying? 
There will definitely be a review as there always is in parking enforcement.  Often 
the reviews do not change anything - but it is clear that parking in East Wichel is not 
a 'usual' case   
 
11) Can we have a date for the review? 
No, there are other traffic restriction projects on-going - it is hard to plan these in 
advance.  It will be around April/ May 2017 
 
12) I'm almost certain that you can't fit a fire engine through the mews.  Are you sure 
that it's safe now that everyone is parking there wherever they like? 
Every road has been checked with the fire engine at various times of the days but 
this will be looked at again now that the parking restrictions are in force 
The fire service have made three site visits since the meeting, once in the day and 
twice in the evening. They only found one vehicle which may have caused a problem 
and they put a notice on this vehicle asking for more considerate parking in the 
future 
 
 
13) Cars are parking half on the pavement, half on their drives as often the driveways 
are not long enough. Is this ok? 
They may be fined for obstructing the pavement 
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14) Tow-truck is taking up space for at least 3 cars.  Is this allowed?  
At the moment, yes 
 
15) As there are no buses on Christmas and New Year, can we let our visitors park on 
East Wichel Way? 
If you want to take risk 
 
16) What about loading and unloading? 
Common sense will be used on a case-by-case basis 
 
17) What about services coming to do work etc? 
Phone the council for a permit - information on how to do this has been provided on 
the East Wichel website 

 
 

11 Any other business 
Question from the floor: 

 What about the buses? They are always empty.  Why are the parking 
restriction enforced when the buses are always empty? 
It was agreed that the bus company would be invited to the next meeting 
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