
East Wichel Community Association AGM 29th April 2015  

AGM Minutes 

Annual Report 

Marc welcomed the attendees and presented the annual report.  (See attached) 

Marc delivered the financial report on behalf of Karina the treasurer. 

Ali added to the report with detail of the specific community activities that had been conducted 

throughout the year. 

The Pencelli trip being a highlight in partnership with Sovereign 

The attendance of Bios Bus once a week to support youth activities 

We now have some more volunteers to help open and close the centre due to a successful request 

on Facebook.  A big thank you to all of our new volunteers. We still need more, if you could help in 

anyway then please do let us know, there is training available. We do sometimes have to decline 

bookings because we have no one to open the centre, therefore losing potential income so it would 

be great to have more helpers. 

Sovereign recently visited the EWCA and StoweAway and were impressed and pleased with the 

progress that has been made in establishing the EWCA organisation and the community activities 

that have, and continue to be conducted. 

Children's centre have supported us in many ways, courses and equipment, thank you to them. 

Thank you to Karina Miller our treasurer and Suzanna Miles, one of our trustees, for all of their work 

in managing the finances of the association. Both have worked tirelessly in many areas to sustain the 

activities of EWCA. 

Financial report attached. 

We are a registered charity so if anyone knows of any other ways that we can access funding, please 

do let us know.  It is only through funding that we can offer the activities and services, the centre 

itself is becoming self-sustaining, but the activities still need to be funded and the people required to 

keep the centre going are all volunteers. 

Unfortunately, we have had to say goodbye to 5 trustees in the last year, so we are in great need of 

more people to join the team.  You do not need to be a trustee to become part of the management 

committee, so if you are interested then please get in touch. 

Standing as trustees are: Marc Wheelhouse, Alison Boulton, Lorna Warrington-Gallienne, Darren 

Stanley, Karina Miller and Zan Miles. 

For Marc as Chair: 

Proposing: Rosie Killen 

Seconded: Alison Brook  

For Karina as Treasurer: 

Proposing: Rosie Kileen 



Seconded: Alison Brook 

All Trustees voted in unanimously by those present. 

End of AGM 

Minutes 

The StoweAway Community Association Residents’ Meeting 

29th April 2015 

Polling Day on Thursday  7th May, the centre is open from 7am till 10pm, please come along to vote. 

The Community Garden had a bit of a lull last year as Neil Boulton was pretty much running it alone.  

However a few more people are now starting to get involved, so please let us know if you would like 

to get involved, all are welcome and when things have grown we will be able to share the food 

amongst the community. 

We really need a tap at the community garden which was promised by SBC six years ago, it would be 

great if this could be installed as one household is currently providing all the water. 

It was asked if there could be some sort of event/afternoon where people could come along to find 

out how they can engage with the Garden.  There is a dedicated Facebook page and notices are 

published on the East Wichel General Discussion page. 

The Garden is located at Croft Road end of East Wichel Way on the left hand side as you go out of 

the estate. 

There are some new paid events in the hall, pilates and self-defence as well as the existing activities 

that continue. It is important to keep the paid activities full as they pay for the maintenance of the 

building, if they don't get enough people in then they may stop booking the hall. 

It was asked if there could be a timetable of activities on the website.  This exists to a degree, but as 

we have previously said, the association is run by volunteers, if anyone feels that they could 

maintain this information and keep the website up to date then please do get in touch. 

The new secondary school to be built in East Wichel has been confirmed and will be run by The 

Bristol Diocese. 

Taylor Wimpy were unfortunately not present. 

Recycling  

Paul Warren the Waste & Recycling Supervisor for Swindon Borough Council provided a presentation 

and invited direct contact from anyone who has a problem with their recycling collection. 

DD:      01793 464506 

Mob:    07766 725503 

Email: pwarren@swindon.gov.uk 

Orange box collection has been subcontracted, please contact if you have problems with them. 

SBC will be taking back the orange box collection within the next 12 months. 

mailto:pwarren@swindon.gov.uk


It was asked if there were any plans for more suitable receptacles for recycling as they do not close 

properly and they blow around.  Paul answered, no not at the moment. We are currently operating 

by the standards that the government are currently asking everyone to work by.  The contractors 

should be stacking up the orange boxes after they have emptied them, if this is not the case then 

please let Paul know. 

It was raised that the plastic recycling blows around a lot and is a real problem. Could there be a box 

for plastics? Paul said that unfortunately this is a policy decision.  Paul can raise this with his 

superiors. 

It was mentioned by residents that it is great that there is plastic recycling available, it's just a shame 

that it blows around so much. Maybe residents can wedge the plastics, or put the bag of plastics in a 

box? All plastics are recyclable accept from black plastics. 

Travel Choices and Transport 

Claire Fleming gave a presentation. Funding is available for Wichelstowe transport and a survey has 

been sent out to find the real needs of the community. 

2 lucky residents won £50 in vouchers for responding. 

There was an 18% response rate and the results are attached to these Minutes. 

The survey showed that everyone really likes the community of Wichelstowe but they are unhappy 

with the parking.  Also mentioned in numerous responses that the roads are unfinished. 

Maps have been made available to show various walking and cycling routes around Swindon which 

include Wichelstowe. 

Some guided walks and guided bike rides. 

A bicycle loan scheme has started as well as maintenance and highway lessons. 

A try the bus for free scheme has been initiated. 

It was highlighted that the transport survey and funding is separate from the parking regulations in 

Wichelstowe. 

Scot from Sovereign was present at the meeting, spoke about working in the community investment 

department. They have been supporting us as an association in many ways, but would like to hear 

about other things that the community would like to do. 

Scott also spoke about the grants available to community groups, please contact him for details. 

SBC Update 

Ali -Staldon Road reopening? Site manager advised that this would happen at the end of the month. 

(April). 

Rob Powe – parking restrictions. Presented map of parking and additional spaces identified in the 

area. 

East Wichel Bus Gate comes in to affect - 1st stage. Approved traffic construction route will only be 

the Bayberry.. Rob will take away. 

Bus Gate – anything more than signs, barriers or cameras? Possible camera deployment.  



Parking zones advertised – objections received and have been adjudicated by the cabinet of the 

council. General election will add delay to proceedings. Councillor Brian confirmed that identifying as 

many places as possible is a priority.. election has always prevented the completion of the process. 

34 additional spaces identified and displayed on map. A number of proposed spaces were outside of 

the scope of potential spaces due to obligations related to green areas etc. 

Fire brigade have conducted an access review of the area and will come back again and conduct 

another review. 

Legal aspects in place at time of planning mean that parking restrictions must be enforced in the 

area. Traffic implications in surrounding areas mean that bus travel has always been a priority for 

the area. 

East Wichel Way highlighted as having significant space for parking and still enabling buses to pass 

freely. Has this been considered? 

Parking outside the school..? Rob will confirm with Claire Cornelius at SBC.  

EW currently has 700 occupied homes.. final number will be 800+ 

Any feedback from SBC on objections/responses to proposals? All findings will be published on the 

council website once the final decision has been reached. This will conclude after the General 

Election. 

Commercial vehicle parking? No additional restrictions related to commercial vehicles. 

Parking plans aren't final.. iterations once initially enforced.. 

Is there a special newt that lives in the area? Grass cutting has been restricted in areas due to 

preservation orders for newt protection. 

Shop application. Licencing application received for 26 Trevello Road. 1 objection received.. 

Applicant currently on holiday.. mediation will progress once applicant returns. 

 

Rob Powe – Council selecting development partner for next 20 years of developments.. will conclude 

by September and notify residents. 


