
   

 

 

 

Minutes 

The Stowe Away Community Association Residents’ Meeting 

21st January 2014 

 

Attendees: 
Rob Powe, Swindon Borough Council (SBC) 

Sophie Crawford (SBC) 

Claire Cornelius (SBC) 

Bob Sanders (SBC) 

Cllr Nadine Watts 

Cllr Brian Mattock 

Police representatives 

Ben LeGrice, Seethelight 

 

Apologies: 
Taylor Wimpey 

Andrea Barrett 

 

1 Welcome and introduction - Ali Boulton 
Since last meeting: 
- opening of playground with Pumpkin and Playground launch party (Oct 2014) 
- continued activities - children's activities, litter picks, youth clubs x 2 
- Youthie starting back on 30th January - looking for extra volunteers if anyone wants to 
get involved 
- Brownies, Scouts, Youth Theatre, dance schools and other associated activities 
- activities in conjunction with Waitrose - pumpkin party, carol singing 
- meeting new residents 
 

Call for volunteers to help with the StoweAway/ East Wichel Community Association - 
especially to help unlock the community centre for private bookings 

 

2 Apologies from Taylor Wimpey (TW) 
TW have a new site manager (Julian Harry) who is in contact with SBC and EWCA.  The 
date for this meeting was set in agreement with them but now unable to make it.  TW 
are working on the points raised 

 

3 Parking Restrictions - Swindon Borough Council 
SBC have walked around site with TW to discuss the outstanding street lighting issues, 
street defects and missing street names in Jan-Feb 2014. TW have agreed to fix/action. 
 

Road adoption: This is dependent upon TW constructing them to a suitable standard and 
offering them to SBC for adoption. TW have agreed to put the roads forward for 
adoption in principle, but the plan of when and how has not been developed and shared 
by TW. 
 

Background 
Planning application for Wichelstowe at the time was guided by Planning Policy 
Guidance 13 which stated how many parking spaces (national document).  SBC are 
unable to revisit this planning application which stipulated no more than 1.5 parking 
spaces per dwelling spaces. These are the constraints that SBC are working within.  This 
has now changed for new developments.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The policy guidance also set out the road widths (minor roads = 4.8m, major roads = 
5.5m) and this has impacted on the development.  Have to protect this with parking 
controls to ensure that rubbish trucks and emergency services can pass by all roads on 
the development.   
Policy guidance also set out garage sizes that SBC are constrained by - 2.8 x 5m (but now 
garages should be 3 x 6m) 
 

Current situation 
Within these constraints, the parking restrictions need to be enforced. 
Report is being prepared based on the comments raised by general public (120 
comments).  All comments will be taken into consideration by the cabinet member when 
reviewed.  The report will be a public document.  This is a statutory consultation but 
there is a very strong case that this will go through.   

Majority of comments have been around finding additional car parking spaces.  Having 
considered the consultation feedback, SBC have added a number of additional spaces 
(15 extra to be placed on Frogden Rd, Brentfore St, Aviemore Rd) 
ACTION:  If residents can think of other spaces to park, please mark on the map which 
will be deposited at the community centre until 6th March. 
 

TW have told SBC that they have no plans to add any additional parking within East 
Wichel 
 

Mews parking will be adopted by council so restricted parking zone will apply there too.  
There is a possibility that additional parking can be found in the mews areas - residents 
to look at this carefully and report to SBC. 
 

Thank you to Nadine and Highways Team - reported issue outside the school and next 
day it was fixed 
 
 

Questions: 

 Will the gravel opposite the old TW show home near Trecastle Rd remain as 
parking? 
 

 There are green areas that haven't been kept well, are just scrubland - could 
these be transferred to parking? 
 

 What about disabled spaces?: 
Disabled badge holders are exempt from the restricted parking zone but they must park 
safely, otherwise enforcement will be taken, in line with the rules of their disabled 
badges (i.e. for no more than 3 hours).  No marked disabled spaces.  SBC to follow up 
with Department of Transport 
 

 What's the timescale? 
Report being prepared for cabinet member - realistically will be after election in May 
2015.  Brian Mattock promised that this will go through the system as quickly as possible 
 

 How does a visitor or parking officer see the difference between privately-owned 
or adopted land?  

The parking officer should be able to see this based on their training 
 

 What do we do about workmen?  Is there any leeway on how this is 
implemented?  Will they be fined?   

If actively unloading or loading, will probably be lenient 
 

 What is the fine for infringement? 
Normal traffic offence of £60 
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4 Taylor Wimpey Issues and Queries 
1) When will the closed road by the school be open? 
2) Still incorrect road signage e.g. 10mph signs which means people ignore 
3) One-way signs still in incorrect places? 
4) State of curbs and pavements 
SBC will make sure that these are replaced and fixed by TW before they are adopted by 
SBC 
5) TW construction vehicles doing 3-point turns by school during school 
6) What time should TW start and finish working?  Some concerns raised that they are 
too early 
7) Paint has come off the pedestrian crossings and needs to be replaced - TW have said 
they will paint this again when it stops raining.  This is not safe and needs to be done 
sooner rather than later before there is an accident 
8) Who is responsible for landscaping within the estate? Depends on which particular 
area in East Wichel 

 
1) TW 
2) TW/ SBC 
3) TW 
4) TW 
 
 
5) TW 
6) TW 
 
7) TW 
 
 
8) TW 

5 Seethelight update 
New supplier (Direct Save Telecom) - there is a cheaper option available  
 
Intermittent internet connection continues to be a problem - need to provide examples 
to them 
Are there older routers in circulation that are not fit-for-purpose?  If you're having 
issues, make sure you raise them with the helpdesk 
Power cables for TV - will speak to FTTH and spares will be sent 

 

6 General updates and questions 
1) What's the update on Middle Wichel?  
Council is currently involved in the process of securing a development partner to work 
with it to deliver Middle and West Wichel - looking to select the right partner.  Hoping to 
announce the preferred partner in the next 3-4 months after which they will be able to 
provide more details at subsequent meetings.   

 

2) What about the secondary school? 
Team had interview with the government last week - meeting was positive.  Swindon 
submission was well received - decision to be made mid-late March. 

 

3) Bus gates on East Wichel Way 
Has been advertised - 4 objections have been received and this will be taken to cabinet 
member.  Subject to that, will be implemented around April 2015 
Speed limit signs are now in place; can we also include some 'bus lane' signs? 
Are there cameras?  Not at the moment but we are unable to enforce until formally 
approved 

 

4) School parking. Has been and continues to be an issue, particularly with the shut road 
- extremely dangerous and difficult to park.  Head teacher knows that this issue is going 
to continue with the parking restrictions.  Planning consent requires school to provide 
car parking and keeping that car park open.  School have concerns over safety, 
particularly raised by OFSTED.  Council working with school to work towards opening the 
car park for drop-off at roundabout; there are other ways of managing drop-off and 
need to find something that is suitable for school.  General premise being that parents 
drop-off at the roundabout. 1 parking space per 2 staff, 1 parking space per 6 or 7 pupils 
(post meeting note, the parking standard for schools is 1 space per 2 staff, 1 space per 
12 pupils for infants, 1 space per 20 pupils for juniors).  Still will not be enough space to 
service the school and community centre. 
Only one single gate that is open during drop-off for people going in both directions - can 
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the school think about opening another gateway? 
 

5) Recycling - still seems to be missed or tipped on the floor (!) or not collected on the 
correct day.  Fast service with replacement bins and boxes - thank you to the council.  
Missed recycling should be reported to 445501 (StreetSmart team) 

 

6) Will there be a shop? Local centre has planning permission which has been amended 
over the years.  TW assure us they are looking for someone to provide a small 
convenience store, parking, 3-4 other shops and some residential provision.   

 

7) What are the links with Sovereign?  They provide lots of support especially funding for 
activities like Youthie and community trip.  Some of the doors on Sovereign houses are 
looking a little shabby and haven't weathered well 

 

8) Play area - someone has driven a tractor across the play area and now there is a big 
track right across the middle of it.  Toddler swing has been installed.  Still very boggy - 
more drainage being put in, and this will be kept under review.  Will the path stay as 
gravel?  This becomes very muddy when wet 

 

9) When is the next litter pick? All equipment is here for people to use.  If you are 
interested in doing or organising a litter pick, we can get litter pickers to you 
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