
   

 

 

 

Minutes 

The Stowe Away Community Association Residents’ Meeting 

2nd October 2014 

 

Attendees: 
Rob Powe, Swindon Borough Council (SBC) 

Claire Cornelius, Highways SBC 

Bob Sanders, Highways SBC 

Sophie Crawford, SBC 

Nadine Watts, Councillor 

Andrea Barrett, Localities 

Paul Jenkins, Managing Director Thamesdown Transport 

Gordon Frost, Operations Director Thamesdown Transport 

 
1 Welcome and introduction from Marc Wheelhouse (Chair of East Wichel Community 

Association) 
 

2 Community Updates 

 The park has been  completed and a joint playground launch and Halloween party 
organised for 31st October in collaboration with Swindon Borough Council.  
Post meeting note – Landscape have updated us that a cradle swing is to be 
installed on the swing unit and additional drainage works are to take place to 
remove standing water and rectify defects to boundary paths that have created 
standing water. Both are to be completed by the end of November. 

 Space (youth group for children in years 2-6) has started on Fridays, 3.15-4.45pm.  

 Look out for the cooking course starting on Tuesday 11th November. 

 For other regular community activities please see the newsletter or Facebook pages. 
 

Call for Volunteers 

If anyone would like to get involved in the community association please contact 

zan@thestowe.org.uk - all sorts of jobs and opportunities from maintenance, delivering 

newsletters, opening and closing the community centre, cleaning, fundraising.... 

 

3 New Free Secondary School Update 
Andrew Wild from the Diocese of Bristol Academies Trust (DBAT) was introduced at the 

meeting and provided an update on the Free School proposal. 

DBAT are hoping to bring a large new free secondary school to Swindon which will 
integrate with the local and wider community. Equipped with community rooms, 
community library and fully functioning sports hall and more, all available for use by the 
community. Proposed capacity of 1450 students from years 7 through to Sixth Form.   
DBAT’s preferred site is Wichelstowe, a 9 hectare plot near Waitrose.  If granted, School 
could potentially open in 2016 with Year 7 only and filling through each year. 
 
C of E school, open to everyone regardless of religion. Will be modelled on  DBAT’s own 
outstanding schools in Bristol; C of E schools are on average 4% higher achieving then 
other schools. Aiming for 'outstanding' from day one. 
 

 



 Need for signatures - particularly from parents of yr 4/5 children.  Anyone can vote 
and all signatures are important, irrespective of age group.   (The School is not in 
competition with the proposed North Swindon School and parents can support 
both). 

 Swindon needs 3 new schools - next year Swindon will run out of school places, 
Commonweal and Ridgeway are already oversubscribed and there is a surge of 
Primary School children making their way through the system so we need the new 
school places to meet this demand. 

 Submission of proposal is on the 10th Oct however signatures are still needed right 
up until interview in January, sign online at www.newtown.academy  

 Indicating that you would choose the School is not legally binding and places no 
obligation on the parent to send their child there. Leaflets are available at the 
community centre. 

 Will know if bid has been successful in January 2015. 
4 Taylor Wimpey update 

No representative at meeting again – residents expressed their disappointment about 
their continued absence from meetings and apparent lack of interest in community 
involvement. 
 

To be resolved: 
 Update on one-way issue round Staldon road; concerns about contractors 

disregarding the one way system around the school - accident waiting to happen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The road is 
now shut for 
construction 
but is 2-way 

5 Residents Questions 
 Completion of roads and pavements? 

Roads and pavements are the responsibility of Taylor Wimpey until roads are in an 
agreed state for adoption by the council.  
 
 Street lights are still out in certain areas.  
Residents need to keep reporting any issues to Taylor Wimpey. 
 

 Street lights out in Barbrook Road, managed by David Wilson but DW say it's the 
council's responsibility.  

This is definitely the responsibility of the developer and will only become the council's 

responsibility once the roads have been adopted.  

 

 Pavements and walkways - who is responsible for these?  Pavement outside the 
school is dreadful. 

They are the developer's responsibility and liability is with them. Send any queries 
directly to the developers and also copy to the council at: 
transportdevelopment@swindon.gov.uk as we will make sure these are passed on. 
 

 When will the roads be adopted by the council? 
The timetable is dependent on TW and when they decide to finish the roads and 
pavements to the agreed standard - outstanding action for TW to share their plans for 
adoption. Claire Cornelius has provided a fact sheet and map detailing the adoption 
process for roads in East Wichel and will regularly update residents on the process 
through the community association. 
 
 

 Some of the road markings for pedestrian crossings are fading how do we report? 
Issues with road markings will need to be raised through developer. 
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 The path going toward Wroughton and over the motorway has become very 
hazardous for school children and pedestrians to use as it gets darker; are there 
plans for this path to be lit? 

SBC will look into this 

investigate 

 

SBC 

6 Recycling update from Andrea Barrett (SBC) 
"At the last meeting I took away the issue about recycling and did raise this with the 
manager at Streetsmart.  They met with the provider and the supervisor went out with 
the crews – I would be interested to hear if there has been an improvement or if 
residents are still experiencing problems – I can then  follow this up" 

 

Feedback from residents indicated service seems ok on the whole despite comments 
such as "they leave more on the road than they take away!" Although still having 
intermittent problems on Cornwood Road. 
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7 Supplier updates 
 Telephone and internet services are now also available through Direct Save Telecom. 

 

Thamesdown Transport 
Paul Jenkins, Managing Director at Thamesdown Transport attended the meeting to give 
an overview of the services provided by the company and future plans for operation 
within Wichelstowe. 
 
Thamesdown is the main bus company running in Swindon. It is a local company which 
was formed to takeover operations from the former Thamesdown Borough Council, now 
known as SBC. 

 Number 15 runs from 530am until 1155pm to Waitrose, Town, Oasis and finishing 
at Asda in North Swindon 

 Saturdays and Sunday services too 

 Exact bus fare journey; unable to provide change 

 Leaflets are available at the community centre. Information also available online 
at: http://www.thamesdown-transport.co.uk/  

 

Currently services are limited as dictated by demand in the area; however services are to 
expand as Wichelstowe grows. Future plans to include circular bus service via Old Town 
and Outlet Centre, plus East-West service to GWH; this is still a couple of years away 
until demand grows.  
 

 Residents comment: some buses have been seen speeding down East Wichel Way. 
Paul Jenkins stated it is not acceptable and the issue will be raised with staff members 
working on the 15 service. If there are any further problems residents should report it to 
Thamesdown directly with details of date and time. 
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8 Restricted Parking Zone and Bus Gate update from SBC 
 
A notice of the proposal for bus gates and parking restrictions has been advertised in the 
local press (Swindon Advertiser) and on street as from 2nd October, copies were also 
made available to residents at the meeting.  
 
Residents have 21 days to address any concerns; any comments or objections will need to be 
submitted formally, any comments already made prior will also need to be resubmitted formally. 
After this period a report with recommendations based on plans and residents comments will be 
presented and discussed through a local meeting for members; residents will be able to attend 
this meeting.  

 

 If a street is not on the development plan we will not be implementing parking 
there at this time but will do so later. 
 

 Residents Comment - There is no distinction between visitor and resident parking.  
Are we able to have residents permits? 

Residents are able to make formal representation through the consultation process.  
However residents' parking does come at a cost to residents, this would be the only 
other alternative. 
 

 Research has been done to work out how to limit residents' parking in visitor 
bays but in this scenario time limits wouldn't work; there really is no legal option. 

 Because of the layout and design of development there is limited land available 
to create additional parking bays. If residents are able to identify areas where 
additional suitable bays could be located please submit these to the council. 

 There is no intention to introduce double yellow lines. 
 

Residents Questions: 
 Will anyone from the council come and visit East Wichel to see if it's sensible?  
The council will go with the report submitted as part of the usual process. 
 

 How will you enforce the parking if you don't own the road?  
With the approval of TW the restrictions can be implemented and enforced. 
 

 The plan doesn't allow enough parking bays for all visitors, where will they go?  
In accordance with Swindon’s adopted parking standard there should be minimum 
provision of 1 visitor’s parking space for every 5 households, regardless of household 
size. Extra spaces have been included in the East Wichel layout. 
 

 Are there going to be accessible spaces for disabled drivers? How will disabled 
relatives visit if they cannot park close to the household? 

Please ensure that your comment is submitted officially so it can be considered. 
Currently there are no designated disabled spaces in the plans however Claire Cornelius 
will look into. 
 

 There are certain cases of Nationwide employees parking in East Wichel and walking 
across, how can residents report this? 

Resident was asked to report incident to Councillor Nadine Watts who is in contact with 
Nationwide; who are able to speak directly to the employee in question. Any further 
issues can be passed onto Nadine Watts. 
 

 Would help if developers make garages that can actually fit a car in and allow the 
driver to get out. 

Planning permission was granted to developers for garages and parking spaces in line 
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with national guidelines; these dimensions provide enough space for the car and for 
driver accessibility. If you feel that your garage or parking space is smaller than these 
guidelines residents are advised to get in contact with TW in the first instance. 
 

 Why are the council pushing this through so quickly without listening to residents 
comments?  

The consultation process is an opportunity for residents to share their views on the 
parking proposals. The principle of a restricted parking zone in East Wichel was set as 
part of the agreed planning for the area and has been communicated at East Wichel 
community meetings for a number of years. The timetable Residents should also have 
been informed by whomever they bought their house from that the area was always 
intended to be a restricted parking zone. The timetable being followed conforms with 
the statutory process, and the council provided a pre-consultation on the parking 
restrictions at the EW community meeting on the 23rd July 2014. 
 

 What about parking around school; some parents need to be able to drop of their 
children outside the school so they can commute to work? 

Highways were unaware that the school had stopped the car park being used for drop 
off as had always been the intention for the school car park. Council will speak to school 
to work towards opening the school car park for dropping off. 
 

 The design codes for the area are clearly not fit for purpose otherwise there 
wouldn’t be this issue - how do we fix this for Middle and West Wichel?  

This design code only applies to East Wichel and was designed under the sustainable 
parking guidelines from central government at the time. The code is fit for purpose. 
There will be different codes for Middle and West. 
 

 What about the land opposite the school, could this be used for parking? 
This land is owned by TW so it will need to be considered by them. 
 

 Are public allowed to sit in on formal consultation meeting that this will be taken to?  
Yes the general public are able to sit in on discussions. 
 

 Are there really no other alternatives at all? Just yellows on corners for example? 
If any resident has a sensible and safe alternative solution for parking then they should 
make suggestions through the consultation process. 
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9 Playground Update from SBC 
The playground has had a delayed opening due to unforeseen circumstances whereby 
badgers have been pulling up the laid turf. Badger deterrents have been installed. All of 
the equipment is now in place, there are a couple of snagging issues that will be 
corrected whilst open over the next couple of weeks. Fencing to be taken down and 
playground open on Wednesday 8th October. 
 
Residents Questions:  
 Why is there no toddler swing?  
Nadine Watts to check whether there are plans for a toddler swing to be installed. Post 

Meeting Note: a toddler cradle swing is to be installed by the end of November latest. 

 There are already lots of people playing in park - can this be made secure and is it 
holding things up?  

It would be better if people didn't play in the playground until opening in order to give 
grass the chance to take root. Already asked for perimeter fence to be improved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SBC 

10 Any other business – none  

 


