
Wichelstowe Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting  
 

29 March 2011  
 

Sovereign office 

 
Alison Boulton – Wichelstowe Resident and StoweAway Committee Member, Terry Black – 
Sovereign South+West, Mike Farrington ‐ Golley Slater, Rob Powe– Swindon Borough Council,  
Emma Leake – Swindon Borough Council, Ian Wardle - Wichelstowe Resident, Bev and 
Eamonn Walsh - Wichelstowe Resident, Richard Law - Wichelstowe Resident, Simon and 
Rachel Rose - Wichelstowe Resident, Kate Morton - Wichelstowe Resident, Maureen 
Templeman - Wichelstowe Resident, Lorna Mills - Wichelstowe Resident, Nathan Miler - 
Wichelstowe Resident, Tracy Pritchard Smith - Wichelstowe Resident, Cllr Brian Matock – 
Executive Member Old Town and Lawn and Nadia Knott – Swindon Borough Council. 
 
Apologies: Lorraine Adams– Sovereign South+West, David Hancock – Taylor Wimpey Nicola 
Breddy - Sovereign South+West, Cllr Fionnula Foley – Executive Member Old Town and Lawn, 
and PC Tim North ‐ Wiltshire Police 
 
1.0  Presentation on Public House  
 
Marston’s Inns gave a presentation on the planning application for a public house and 
restaurant at the entrance to East Wichel from the Wroughton Road. A copy of the plans will be 
left in the StoweAway. Completion of the pub will be in spring 2012. Residents were interested 
in job opportunities and how they would be advertised locally.  
 
2.0 Discussion, actions and responses  
 
2.1  Outstanding questions  
 
Question  
Residents raised concern about how busy the road will be right next to the school. Are there 
going to be a provision of pedestrian crossings? 
 
Response 
A discussion had taken place with planning and highways department of the local authority and 
a pedestrian crossing does not feature in the planning documents. It is anticipated that the 
majority of children will come from East Wichel and will therefore walk to school. The school will 
also have to develop a traffic management plan and there could be the provision of a school 
traffic safety controller (lollipop person).  
 
Question  
What is the status of the three existing shop units? 
 
Response/Action 
Taylor Wimpey to update the partnership on the three shop units. One operator is about to sign 
lease and it is anticipated to be a Chinese takeaway/fish and chip shop. Residents would really 



like a general store. Discussion about previous interest in opening a general store in the area 
but the feasibility was not feasible with present occupation levels. Discussion about developing 
a temporary community shop for the next year or so until the metro unit is completed. An 
example of Blunsdon village shop was given as an example 
(www.plunkett.uk.net/shop/blunsdon-village-shop) Sovereign said he would help support such a 
development if a group of residents came together to take the project forward. Milk and more 
could be an option to residents; they deliver to the door and have no delivery charge 
(www.milkandmore.co.uk).  
 
Question  
We are being asked to park around the back of houses in our allocated parking bays. When you 
leave your house from the rear to get into your car it is very difficult to secure the rear of your 
home. Are you going to help us with this design issue? 
 
Response/Action 
Sovereign responded that residents can fit locks onto the rear of their gates so they can lock 
them easily when leaving their home from the back. A resident complained that a window 
cleaner (H2O) is parking in their space. It was advised that the resident should approach H2O 
and ask them to stop parking in their space if the problem persists then the resident should 
contact Sovereign who will approach H20. 
 
Question  
Some residents are concerned about the high price of Council Tax for small properties – 
particularly apartments. They are keen to find out whether other residents feel the same and 
how they can follow up their concerns. [Ali has had similar concerns voiced by other residents.] 
 
Response  
There is a statutory process about how the Council Tax is estimated and a formal route for any 
challenges. The Council Tax office can be contacted on (01793) 581400. Cllr Mattock confirmed 
that the Council has no influence over the setting of Council Tax but suggested that if a number 
of residents could coordinate their appeals this may have more of an impact. 
 
2.2 New issues/questions  
 
Environment 
 
Question 
There is a problem with cats defecating in gravel around our house can we change it to a thicker 
type of aggregate? It’s a health risk to our children.  
 
Response/Action  
Sovereign said that the gravel is to act as a drain for rain water to escape into the ground. It is 
possible to change the fine gravel for a thicker aggregate as long as it remains porous to let 
water flow through.  
 
Update on local open space 
350 occupations have now been reached which releases money for the development of the first 
local open space. The open space identified to be brought forward is the one next to the primary 
school. The landscaping team will be developing some rough ideas and consultation will take 
place over the summer and early autumn. The open space will be completed in spring 2012. 



Sovereign enquired if the age ranges of young people living in the area  will be identified to have 
an understanding of what type of play equipment needs to be fitted. – Terry, I don’t recall this 
question, what do you mean by profiling? 
 
Traffic and Parking 
 
Question  
Cars are speeding down the East Wichel way – it is both contractors and residents. There is 
concern that an accident will happen especially with children playing on the green outside 
Stannon Lane. Is it possible to fit temporary traffic calming measures?  
 
Response/Action  
Taylor Wimpey to feedback 
 
Question 
Contractors are not obeying the one way traffic system. Is there a one way system or not? Why 
should residents follow it if contractors are not? It is also causing problems with the bus getting 
access around the neighbourhood.  
 
Response/Action  
Taylor Wimpey to feedback  
 
Question  
Contractors were seen urinating in the street behind a street cleaner?  
 
Response 
Taylor Wimpey to follow up  
 
Update on new temporary bus service 
A bus to Wroughton will now start on April 4 and will operate as a temporary service for the next 
six months (until the new school opens) when it will be reviewed.   
 
Update on Blackhorse Bridge  
The Blackhorse Bridge will be open in the summer.  
 
Discussion on limited parking spaces  
The problems around parking were raised. The resident traffic action group will meet again in 
May. Sovereign will invite residents attending the East Wichel Neighbourhood Partnership, if 
they would like to attend.  
 
School  
Residents who are intending to transfer their children to East Wichel Primary school from 
September were encouraged to complete transfer forms as soon as possible  as they are now 
planning their staffing levels for the coming year.  
 



Partner Update  
 

Swindon Borough Council  

The Council  have started a master planning review of Wichelstowe to incorporate lesson learnt 
from East Wichel into the development plans for Middle and West Wichel. Residents will be 
consulted as this process continues and there will be a further update at the next meeting. 

The StoweAway 

The Stoweaway will be holding a service for Sian O'Callaghan who was recently found murdered. 
Sian was from Swindon. 

Sovereign 

Held an estate walkabout and 14 residents took part. It was very successful and we identified a 
number of issues to be dealt with. Discussion on activities for young people in the summer 
holidays. Sovereign said it will support residents to undertake Dreamscheme training if any are 
interest? One resident put their name forward.  

Action Groups update  

Neighbourhood Watch  

A number of Neighbourhood Watch schemes are now being developed. They will be situated 
around Barbrook, Aviemore and East Wichel Way. If any other residents are interested in 
setting up a scheme please contact Eamonn Walsh (resident).  

Allotments  

A community garden on the allotment site is being proposed. Swindon Borough Council’s 
Community Engagement Team is leading on this. Meeting planned at the StoweAway tomorrow 
(30 March).  

Dog Fouling Campaign 

Dog fouling penalty notices have been put up around Yardley Walk. They have had a really 
positive effect. Ian Wardle (resident) said dog fouling has been reduced by about 70%. Eamonn 
Walsh who was putting the notices up has now ran out. Sovereign will contact local authority to 
get some more to put around the neighbourhood. Article on dog fouling was in recent 
newsletter. Dog fouling bags are available from the StoweAway and Sovereign Offcie. 
Attempting to do a poster competition with young people from Wroughton Primary School but 
head teacher hasn’t replied.  

Parking and Transport  

Parking and transport action group to meet in May.  



 
 

Next meeting tbc 
 


